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Press release (19 November, 2014)

JIFF’s first and most important films list has been released 
More than 1644 entries out of which 93 films have been included in the first list 
Almost 61 movies from all over the world and 32 from India have nominated

From many years JIFF has seen an increasing entries from South Aisa, Europe and Indian regional Cinema.

Jaipur, 19 November, 2014:- In the 7th edition of Jaipur International Film Festival (JIFF),  first and most important films list has been released on Wednesday. On this occasion Founder and Spokesperson, Hanu Roj said, “Past few years international film makers have shown a great interest in movie screening in Jaipur.  Increased number of nomination of the film entry for screening has proved the curiosity. This year there have been more than 1644 entries out of which 93 films have been included in the first list of nominated films. Almost 61 movies from all over the world and 32 from India have nominated. These films would be screen in JIIF after Government permission (exemption certificate from Government of India) which is scheduled from 1st February to 5th February, 2015.
Disclosing the number of movie selected in each category he further added that 17 in feature film category, 4 in Documentary feature category, 50 in short fiction film, 7 in short documentary film and 15 in Animation film category. 

Last year by this time almost 1523 films had already been submitted. In case of emergency conditions some films can be kept under jury jurisdiction.
Nominated feature films are:- From India Manjunath, Fandry, Bodhon (The Voyage Within), Umformung- The Transformation, M Cream and Ray and from abroad Refugiado from France, Cowboys from Croatia, The Circle from Switzerland, The Gambler from Lithuania, Toto and his Sisters from Austria, Der Prasident (A Life For Football) from Germany, Today from Iran, A Few Cubic Meters of Love from Afghanistan, The Narrow Frame of Midnight from Morocco,  Jalal's Story from Bangladesh,  ULISES Y LOS 10,000 BIGOTES from Mexico, 
Please find the attached full list of nominated films along with this mail.

This year JIFF has seen many entries from England, Russia, America, Spain and India but also have seen an increased entries from Nepal, Bhutan, Behrin, Puerto Rico, Myanmar and Switzerland. From many years JIFF has seen an increasing entries from South Aisa and Europe. 
Besides keeping the trend regional cinema has seen a huge entry in JIFF. Amongst all the entry in regional Cinema 11 Marathi Cinemas, two Assamese Cinema, two Malyali Cinema, more than four Tamil Cinema and one movie named ‘Lajwanti’ based on Vijaydan Detha story, where songs are in Rajasthani and film is in Hindi. 
After three month of hard work and scrutiny the selection committee has come up with the list of selected films. This year the selection process has been tough because in comparison to last year this year they have selected minimum number of film with best quality. This is done in order to give the filmmakers and audience a chance to see the best quality cinema.

All these film selected by 18 national and international film makers, writers and film critics. Names are: Robert Popa from Romania, Dorit Weisman from USA, Mumataz from Hussain from USA, Manjari Makijany from USA, Bernard Perrot from France, Anna Troyanskaya from Russia and from India Biju Mohan, Bedabrata Pain, Dr. D P Agarwal, Gajendra Shrotriya, Rakesh Gogna, Gaurav Panjwani, Dr. Vibhuti Pandey, Niranjan Tahade, Dr. Dushyant, V. P. Dhar and Rahul Sood.
Adding to the freshness in this year of JIFF almost 50% of films have been selected online. 
The list of selected films from Rajasthan State would be released along with the 2nd and final list  on 10th December.
JIFF 2015 would be organized from 1-5 February, 2015. Film submission deadline is 30th November, 2014. The film submission can be done online as well as through downloaded forms from its website www.jiffindia.org.  

Warm regards
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Hanu Roj

Founder Director and Spokesperson

Off: +91-141-6500601
Mob: +91-9828934481
JIFF 2015

Comments and review from selection committee members:

Mr. Niranjan Thade
Jaipur International Film Festival is steadily gaining significance in the International Film Festival arena. One can say that by seeing the quality and contents of the films being sent for selection. This year top line films like ‘Jalanan’, and ‘The Man who Fed his Shadow’ arrived for selection. ‘Jalanan’ which won the Best Documentary at Busan IFF is a film that has been made painstakingly and with dedication by its maker and shot over 5 years on the streets and buses of Jakarta. ‘Man who Fed his Shadow’, a wonderfully crafted film has 87 selections and 19 awards already. The film works at different levels and has societal, arts and personal issues of the maker come together in a perfect blend.

This year some excellent and stylish comedies arrived too for selection. ‘5 Ways 2 Die’ is an excellent Black Comedy set to music and ‘Ulisis & the 10,000 Moustaches’ is an excellent take on a young boy suddenly growing moustaches and the way it changes his school life. Both films have been appreciated widely at the International Film Festival circuits and won multiple awards.

There are some new frontiers being scaled too at JIFF 2015. ‘It was Sunny the Day I killed Her’ and ‘Requiem for My Father’ are path breaking to say the least. One of them may need very discerning viewer ship as it deals with nudity as an expression. 

Some of the films which stood out during the selection process are ‘Without Serena’ a minimalist film done with economy of shots and expression; ‘Jaya’, a student film that traces the life of a orphan teenage girl lives as a boy to guard herself from the mean streets and seaside slums of Mumbai. Brilliant performance by the lead actor. In fact, most of the fiction entries have brilliant performances that impress.

Some other impressive films made selection process rewarding are ‘Waking Marshall Walker’, ‘Jalal’s Story’- A landmark film from Bangla Desh that picks the issues of crime, politics and superstition in rural Bangla Desh; Documentary ‘On The Edge’, and a simple but effective film ‘Selfie’.

One important aspect of this year’s selection is that this year there were no rejections. This reflects on the fact that the cinematic, technical and aesthetic standard of the films being sent for selection to 
Jaipur International Film Festival is going up. It will not be a surprise if in the next few years JIFF will be a sought after festival on the international circuit by the frontline filmmakers.  

Manjari Makijany

"It was interesting to watch short films from across the globe. Some debut filmmakers have made exceptional films. I hope the ones that deserve get the recognition at JIFF."

डॉ दुर्गाप्रसाद अग्रवाल 

वृत्त चित्र खण्ड की जिन फिल्मों को देखने का मुझे अवसर मिला, उनमें एक बात कॉम थी, और वह थी सिनेमा की नई भाषा का इस्तेमाल. फिल्में चाहे देश की हों या विदेश की, जिन्होंने इन्हें बनाया वे सभी किसी न किसी तरह नई सिने भाषा में अपनी बात कहने को आतुर लगे. भले ही वे वृत्त चित्र बना रहे हैं लेकिन उसके ढांचे के भीतर भी उनकी प्रयोगशीलता मुखर है. यहां विषयों की नवीनता जितनी है उतनी ही उसे प्रस्तुत करने में नई ज़मीन तोड़ने की कोशिश भी है. ये लोग रंगों से भी खेलते हैं और आवाज़ों को भी अपना काम करने देते हैं, बल्कि यों कहें कि उनका नई तरह से और बेहतर इस्तेमाल करते हैं. निश्चय ही ऐसा  करते हुए वे वृत्त चित्र के बने बनाये ढांचे से बाहर निकलते हैं. लेकिन यह तो सर्जनात्मकता का तकाज़ा होता ही है. 

इन फिल्मों को देखना मेरे  लिए एक समृद्ध करने वाला अनुभव था.
Mr. Mumtaz Hussain

Film is modern art.  It’s a global adventure and a very influential medium to convey someone’s thoughts. JIFF is a great place where the people can show their talent and their own way of telling the story.  Most of the filmmakers are independent and this festival is providing a great opportunity to show their personal expression to the world.  All submissions are highly professional.  There is phenomenal talent and potential, the ideas are giving a vow to the world. 

JIFF is providing an opportunity to talented people and opening the door to the world.

Bernard Perrot and Anna Troianskaia

“As usual, the large majority of the movies, short fiction, documentaries or animation movies were of excellent quality and it was rather difficult to make the selection. 
The main criteria used were the quality of the script, the quality of the screen play, the performance of the actors and actresses. Additional criteria were the photography and the music.
When screening a movie one has to be in the seat of the “public” who has usually no access to the synopsis. If we need to read the synopsis to understand the movie, or the message that it does carry, then there is a problem.
We systematically screened all the movies without reading the synopsis and the rating was done before reading it and this helped us to make our selection that, once again, was very difficult”
Mr. Bernard Perrot

DIE UNSCHULDIGEN - Problems with drug are often treated in movies but this movie has something special that makes it a real story

EMILIE:- A small girl with monkeys' friends helps her inventor of father to build a revolutionary machine.

Warm regards
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